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TAGS: PEPR, NATO, CVIS, PARM, HU, CY, GR, TU, UR, RO 
SUBJECT: VEST/NICOLAE MEETING, JUNE 2 

1. SUMMARY. ROMANIAN AMBASSADOR NICOLAE CALLED ON ASSIST- 
ANT SECRETARY VEST JUNE 2, PRIMARILY TO DISCUSS THE NATO 
SUMMIT (NICOLAE WAS ESPECIALLY INTERESTED IN "BLOC-TO- 
BLOC" RELATIONS) AND RECENT TALKS BETWEEN GREECE AND TURKEY 
ON CYPRUS. OTHER TOPICS INCLUDED VEST'S TRAVEL THIS MONTH 

TO ROMANIA, EXTENSION OE THE US-ROMANIAN TRADE AGREEMENT 
AND MEN, KEKKONEN'S PROPOSAL EOR A NORDIC NUCLEAR-FREE 
ZONE, AND US-USSR RELATIONS. EUR/EE DIRECTOR ANDREWS ALSO 
PARTICIPATED. END SUMMARY. 

2. VEST TRAVEL. VEST SAID HE LOOKS EORWARD TO HIS TRIP BUT 
REGRETS IT WOULD HAVE TO BE SO SHORT. HE SAID HE EXPECTS 
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TO ARRIVE IN BUCHAREST SATURDAY, JUNE 24 EROM BRUSSELS AND 
WOULD HAVE TO LEAVE SOON AFTER THE JOINT COUNCIL SESSIONS, 
PROBABLY BY WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28. VEST SAID HE LOOKS FORWARD 
TO DISCUSSING MATTERS OE MUTUAL INTEREST WITH ROMANIAN 
OEFICIALS. 

3. NATO SUMMIT. NICOLAE WANTED TO KNOW WHETHER ANY UNDER- 
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STANDING HAD BEEN REACHED AT THE SUMMIT ON "BLOC-TO BLOC" 
RELATIONS, AND WHETHER THIS REPRESENTED ANY CHANGE FROM 

PREVIOUS NATO POLICY. VEST GAVE HIM A COPY OF THE UN- 
CLASSIFIED NATO EAST- WEST STUDY, WHICH ADDRESSES BOTH NATO 
RELATIONS WITH THE USSR AND WITH INDIVIDUAL WARSAW PACT 
STATES. VEST SAID THAT IN SOME CONTEXTS, FOR EXAMPLE IN 
ASSESSING THE MILITARY BALANCE, WE LOOK AT RELATIONS BE- 
TWEEN THE WHOLES; I.E., NATO AND THE WARSAW PACT. IN 
OTHER CONTEXTS, SUCH AS THE BELGRADE CSCE FOLLOW-UP CON- 
FERENCE, WE LOOK AT THE PARTICIPATION AND VIEWS OF INDIVI- 
DUAL COUNTRIES. OVERALL, BOTH PERSPECTIVES ARE TAKEN INTO 
ACCOUNT. NICOLAE COMMENTED THAT HE PERCEIVED SOME DIFFER- 
ENCE OF VIEW BETWEEN CONGRESS AND THE STATE DEPARTMENT IN 
THIS RESPECT. HE ASKED WHETHER THE CLOSE VOTE IN THE 
HOUSE ON THE HUNGARIAN TRADE AGREEMENT MIGHT BE EXPLAINED 
BY THE FACT THAT CONGRESS LOOKS AT THE EAST AS A BLOC. 

VEST RESPONDED THAT THERE IS SOME BASIS FOR THAT CON- 
CLUSION. THERE IS A GENERAL TENDENCY AT PRESENT TO LOOK 
AT EAST-WEST QUESTIONS IN A SLIGHTLY TOUGHER WAY, AND PER- 
HAPS THIS HAD SOME IMPACT ON THE HUNGARIAN VOTE. ON THE 
POSITIVE SIDE, VEST NOTED, HUNGARIAN ACTION ON DIVIDED 
FAMILY CASES WAS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT, SINCE DURING THE 
HEARINGS QUESTIONS WERE RAISED ABOUT EACH INDIVIDUAL CASE. 
VEST INFORMED NICOLAE THAT THE PRESIDENT HAD SIGNED AND 
SENT TO THE CONGRESS ON JUNE 2 HIS RECOMMENDATION THAT MFN 
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AND THE ROMANIAN-US TRADE AGREEMENT BE RENEWED, ADDING 
THAT BOTH SIDES WOULD HAVE TO WORK WITH ENTHUSIASM TO EN- 
SURE THAT THE HEARINGS GO WELL. NICOLAE COMMENTED WERYLY 
THAT HE IS TIRED OF THIS ANNUAL ENTHUSIASM AND SAID THAT 
SEN. RIBICOFF WAS AS WELL. NICOLAE ASKED WHETHER NATO 
COULD BE EXPECTED TO BECOME INVOLVED IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 
VEST SAID NO, NOT AS AN ORGANIZATION, SINCE THE MIDDLE 
EAST IS NOT NATO TERRITORY. BUT NATO MEMBERS CAN RAISE 
ISSUES OF INTEREST TO THEM IN THESE MEETINGS. FOR EXAMPLE, 
BELGIUM AND FRANCE HAD DISCUSSED THE SITUATION IN ZAIRE. 

NOT MUCH HAD BEEN SAID AT THE SUMMIT ABOUT THE MIDDLE EAST. 

4. NORDIC NUCLEAR-FREE ZONE. NICOLAE ASKED FOR VEST'S 
REACTION TO FINNISH PRESIDENT KEKKONEN'S PROPOSAL FOR A 
NORDIC NUCLEAR FREE ZONE. (KEKKONEN MOST RECENTLY FLOATED 
THIS PROPOSAL DURING A SPEECH ON MAY 8 IN STOCKHOLM TO THE 
SWEDISH FOREIGN POLICY INSTITUTE.) VEST REPLIED THAT HE 
PERSONALLY DID NOT BELIEVE THIS IDEA WAS A GOOD ANSWER TO 
THE QUESTION OF EUROPEAN SECURITY. NATO WANTS TO BE FREE 
TO USE NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN CASE OF AN INVASION OF NORWAY. 

AT THE SAME TIME, VEST POINTED OUT, THERE ARE NO NUCLEAR 
ARMS BASED IN DENMARK OR NORWAY. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE 
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USSR HAS NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN ITS NORTHWEST CORNER. IT MAKE; 
NO SENSE TO MAKE SCANDINAVIA NUCLEAR FREE AND LEAVE SOVIET 
NUKES NEXT DOOR. VEST STRESSED THAT THESE ARE HIS 

PERSONAL VIEWS, THAT HE WAS NOT AGAINST NUCLEAR-FREE ZONES 


IN PRINCIPLE, BUT THIS APPROACH DOES NOT PROVIDE THE ANS- 
WER TO EUROPEAN SECURITY. 

5. GREEK-TURKISH RELATIONS AND CYPRUS. VEST DESCRIBED THE 
CURRENT IMPASSE IN GREEK-TURKISH RELATIONS OVER CYPRUS, 
WHICH RELATES IN PART TO THE US ARMS EMBARGO AGAINST 
TURKEY. VEST SAID THAT WE HAVE RESOLVED TO TRY TO LIFT 

THE EMBARGO AND WILL BE WORKING DETERMINEDLY WITH THE CON- 
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GRESS IN JUNE AND JULY TO THIS END. AT THE SAME TIME, 

TURKISH PRIME MINISTER ECEVIT HAS SAID THAT HE WILL TRY TO 
GO AHEAD WITH NEGOTIATIONS REGARDLESS OF THE EMBARGO BUT 
FOR THE MOMENT CANNOT GET THE GREEKS AND THE GREEK CYPRIOTS 
TO AGREE. WE BELIEVE WE HAVE A CHANCE OF LIFTING THE EM- 
BARGO THIS SUMMER AND SOME PROGRESS IS BEING MADE WITH THE 
GREEKS AND THE GREEK CYPRIOTS. IT WILL BE A SLOW PROCESS. 

THE ISLAND IS DIVIDED AND THE POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC SITU- 
ATIONS ARE DIFFICULT. BOTH THE GREEK AND TURKISH PRIME 
MINISTERS ARE ACTING IN A MOST STATESMANLIKE WAY IN A SITU- 
ATION IN WHICH IT WOULD BE EASY TO APPEAL TO POPULAR SENTI- 
MENTS. ECEVIT WILL TRY TO GO AHEAD WITH NEGOTIATIONS RE- 
GARDLESS OF THE EMBARGO, BUT HE WOULD PREFER TO TELL HIS 
PARLIAMENT THAT HE IS NOT ACTING UNDER THREAT OR BULLYING 
FROM THE US GOVERNMENT. NICOLAE ASKED WHETHER THE LIFTING 
OF THE US EMBARGO WOULD BE LINKED TO CERTAIN STEPS BY 
TURKEY IN CYPRUS. VEST REPLIED THAT THE ADMINISTRATION 
DOES NOT MAKE SUCH A CONNECTION BUT THE CONGRESS DOES, AND 
ECEVIT IS AWARE OF THE REALITIES OF THE SITUATION. 

6. US-USSR RELATIONS. NICOLAE ASKED WHETHER THERE WAS ANY 
NEWS ON SALT. VEST REPLIED THAT MOST RECENT NEWS, ESPEC- 
IALLY THE JUNE 2 ARTICLE IN THE WASHINGTON POST, WAS WRONG 
AND THAT THE PRESIDENT HAD JUST CALLED A PRESS CONFERENCE 
TO CORRECT IT. CONTRARY TO REPORTS, THE SALT TALKS ARE 
NOT IN A "FREEZE", ALTHOUGH CERTAIN ISSUES ARE STILL BEING 
STUDIED AND WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT THE NEXT STEP WILL BE. THE 
MOSCOW TRIALS AND CUBAN ACTIVITY IN AFRICA DO NOT MAKE FOR 
AN ENCOURAGING ATMOSPHERE BUT WE PERCEIVE A PROFOUND 
DESIRE ON BOTH SIDES TO ATTAIN A SALT II AGREEMENT. NICO- 
LAE COMMENTED THAT DISPUTES BETWEEN THE US AND THE USSR 
OVER SUCH QUESTIONS AS WHETHER THE CUBANS ARE OR ARE NOT 
INVOLVED IN ZAIRE PUT ROMANIA IN A DIFFICULT POSITION. VANCE 
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EOLLOWING REPEAT STATE I46I04 ACTION BUCHAREST JUN 08. 

QUOTE: CONEIDENTIAL STATE I46I04 
E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, NATO, CVIS, PARM, HU, CY, GR, TU, UR, RO 
SUBJECT: VEST/NICOLAE MEETING, JUNE 2 

1. SUMMARY. ROMANIAN AMBASSADOR NICOLAE CALLED ON ASSIST- 
ANT SECRETARY VEST JUNE 2, PRIMARILY TO DISCUSS THE NATO 
SUMMIT (NICOLAE WAS ESPECIALLY INTERESTED IN "BLOC-TO- 
BLOC" RELATIONS) AND RECENT TALKS BETWEEN GREECE AND TURKEY 
ON CYPRUS. OTHER TOPICS INCLUDED VEST'S TRAVEL THIS MONTH 
TO ROMANIA, EXTENSION OE THE US-ROMANIAN TRADE AGREEMENT 
AND MEN, KEKKONEN'S PROPOSAL EOR A NORDIC NUCLEAR-FREE 
ZONE, AND US-USSR RELATIONS. EUR/EE DIRECTOR ANDREWS ALSO 
PARTICIPATED. END SUMMARY. 
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2. VEST TRAVEL. VEST SAID HE LOOKS FORWARD TO HIS TRIP BUT 
REGRETS IT WOULD HAVE TO BE SO SHORT. HE SAID HE EXPECTS 
TO ARRIVE IN BUCHAREST SATURDAY, JUNE 24 FROM BRUSSELS AND 
WOULD HAVE TO LEAVE SOON AFTER THE JOINT COUNCIL SESSIONS, 
PROBABLY BY WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28. VEST SAID HE LOOKS FORWARD 
TO DISCUSSING MATTERS OF MUTUAL INTEREST WITH ROMANIAN 
OFFICIALS. 

3. NATO SUMMIT. NICOLAE WANTED TO KNOW WHETHER ANY UNDER- 
STANDING HAD BEEN REACHED AT THE SUMMIT ON "BLOC-TO BLOC" 
RELATIONS, AND WHETHER THIS REPRESENTED ANY CHANGE FROM 

PREVIOUS NATO POLICY. VEST GAVE HIM A COPY OF THE UN- 
CLASSIFIED NATO EAST- WEST STUDY, WHICH ADDRESSES BOTH NATO 
RELATIONS WITH THE USSR AND WITH INDIVIDUAL WARSAW PACT 
STATES. VEST SAID THAT IN SOME CONTEXTS, FOR EXAMPLE IN 
ASSESSING THE MILITARY BALANCE, WE LOOK AT RELATIONS BE- 
TWEEN THE WHOLES; I.E., NATO AND THE WARSAW PACT. IN 
OTHER CONTEXTS, SUCH AS THE BELGRADE CSCE FOLLOW-UP CON- 
FERENCE, WE LOOK AT THE PARTICIPATION AND VIEWS OF INDIVI- 
DUAL COUNTRIES. OVERALL, BOTH PERSPECTIVES ARE TAKEN INTO 
ACCOUNT. NICOLAE COMMENTED THAT HE PERCEIVED SOME DIFFER- 
ENCE OF VIEW BETWEEN CONGRESS AND THE STATE DEPARTMENT IN 
THIS RESPECT. HE ASKED WHETHER THE CLOSE VOTE IN THE 
HOUSE ON THE HUNGARIAN TRADE AGREEMENT MIGHT BE EXPLAINED 
BY THE FACT THAT CONGRESS LOOKS AT THE EAST AS A BLOC. 

VEST RESPONDED THAT THERE IS SOME BASIS FOR THAT CON- 
CLUSION. THERE IS A GENERAL TENDENCY AT PRESENT TO LOOK 
AT EAST-WEST QUESTIONS IN A SLIGHTLY TOUGHER WAY, AND PER- 
HAPS THIS HAD SOME IMPACT ON THE HUNGARIAN VOTE. ON THE 
POSITIVE SIDE, VEST NOTED, HUNGARIAN ACTION ON DIVIDED 
FAMILY CASES WAS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT, SINCE DURING THE 
HEARINGS QUESTIONS WERE RAISED ABOUT EACH INDIVIDUAL CASE. 
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VEST INFORMED NICOLAE THAT THE PRESIDENT HAD SIGNED AND 
SENT TO THE CONGRESS ON JUNE 2 HIS RECOMMENDATION THAT MEN 
AND THE ROMANIAN-US TRADE AGREEMENT BE RENEWED, ADDING 
THAT BOTH SIDES WOULD HAVE TO WORK WITH ENTHUSIASM TO EN- 
SURE THAT THE HEARINGS GO WELL. NICOLAE COMMENTED WERYLY 
THAT HE IS TIRED OF THIS ANNUAL ENTHUSIASM AND SAID THAT 
SEN. RIBICOFF WAS AS WELL. NICOLAE ASKED WHETHER NATO 
COULD BE EXPECTED TO BECOME INVOLVED IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 
VEST SAID NO, NOT AS AN ORGANIZATION, SINCE THE MIDDLE 
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EAST IS NOT NATO TERRITORY. BUT NATO MEMBERS CAN RAISE 
ISSUES OF INTEREST TO THEM IN THESE MEETINGS. FOR EXAMPLE, 
BELGIUM AND FRANCE HAD DISCUSSED THE SITUATION IN ZAIRE. 

NOT MUCH HAD BEEN SAID AT THE SUMMIT ABOUT THE MIDDLE EAST. 

4. NORDIC NUCLEAR-EREE ZONE. NICOLAE ASKED FOR VEST'S 
REACTION TO FINNISH PRESIDENT KEKKONEN'S PROPOSAL EOR A 
NORDIC NUCLEAR FREE ZONE. (KEKKONEN MOST RECENTLY FLOATED 
THIS PROPOSAL DURING A SPEECH ON MAY 8 IN STOCKHOLM TO THE 
SWEDISH FOREIGN POLICY INSTITUTE.) VEST REPLIED THAT HE 
PERSONALLY DID NOT BELIEVE THIS IDEA WAS A GOOD ANSWER TO 
THE QUESTION OF EUROPEAN SECURITY. NATO WANTS TO BE FREE 
TO USE NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN CASE OF AN INVASION OF NORWAY. 

AT THE SAME TIME, VEST POINTED OUT, THERE ARE NO NUCLEAR 
ARMS BASED IN DENMARK OR NORWAY. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE 
USSR HAS NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN ITS NORTHWEST CORNER. IT MAKE; 
NO SENSE TO MAKE SCANDINAVIA NUCLEAR FREE AND LEAVE SOVIET 
NUKES NEXT DOOR. VEST STRESSED THAT THESE ARE HIS 

PERSONAL VIEWS, THAT HE WAS NOT AGAINST NUCLEAR-FREE ZONES 
IN PRINCIPLE, BUT THIS APPROACH DOES NOT PROVIDE THE ANS- 
WER TO EUROPEAN SECURITY. 

5. GREEK-TURKISH RELATIONS AND CYPRUS. VEST DESCRIBED THE 
CURRENT IMPASSE IN GREEK-TURKISH RELATIONS OVER CYPRUS, 
WHICH RELATES IN PART TO THE US ARMS EMBARGO AGAINST 
TURKEY. VEST SAID THAT WE HAVE RESOLVED TO TRY TO LIFT 

THE EMBARGO AND WILL BE WORKING DETERMINEDLY WITH THE CON- 
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GRESS IN JUNE AND JULY TO THIS END. AT THE SAME TIME, 

TURKISH PRIME MINISTER ECEVIT HAS SAID THAT HE WILL TRY TO 
GO AHEAD WITH NEGOTIATIONS REGARDLESS OF THE EMBARGO BUT 
FOR THE MOMENT CANNOT GET THE GREEKS AND THE GREEK CYPRIOTS 
TO AGREE. WE BELIEVE WE HAVE A CHANCE OF LIFTING THE EM- 
BARGO THIS SUMMER AND SOME PROGRESS IS BEING MADE WITH THE 
GREEKS AND THE GREEK CYPRIOTS. IT WILL BE A SLOW PROCESS. 

THE ISLAND IS DIVIDED AND THE POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC SITU- 
ATIONS ARE DIFFICULT. BOTH THE GREEK AND TURKISH PRIME 
MINISTERS ARE ACTING IN A MOST STATESMANLIKE WAY IN A SITU- 
ATION IN WHICH IT WOULD BE EASY TO APPEAL TO POPULAR SENTI- 
MENTS. ECEVIT WILL TRY TO GO AHEAD WITH NEGOTIATIONS RE- 
GARDLESS OF THE EMBARGO, BUT HE WOULD PREFER TO TELL HIS 
PARLIAMENT THAT HE IS NOT ACTING UNDER THREAT OR BULLYING 
FROM THE US GOVERNMENT. NICOLAE ASKED WHETHER THE LIFTING 
OF THE US EMBARGO WOULD BE LINKED TO CERTAIN STEPS BY 
TURKEY IN CYPRUS. VEST REPLIED THAT THE ADMINISTRATION 
DOES NOT MAKE SUCH A CONNECTION BUT THE CONGRESS DOES, AND 
ECEVIT IS AWARE OF THE REALITIES OF THE SITUATION. 

6. US-USSR RELATIONS. NICOLAE ASKED WHETHER THERE WAS ANY 
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NEWS ON SALT. VEST REPLIED THAT MOST RECENT NEWS, ESPEC- 
IALLY THE JUNE 2 ARTICLE IN THE WASHINGTON POST, WAS WRONG 
AND THAT THE PRESIDENT HAD JUST CALLED A PRESS CONFERENCE 
TO CORRECT IT. CONTRARY TO REPORTS, THE SALT TALKS ARE 
NOT IN A "FREEZE", ALTHOUGH CERTAIN ISSUES ARE STILL BEING 
STUDIED AND WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT THE NEXT STEP WILL BE. THE 
MOSCOW TRIALS AND CUBAN ACTIVITY IN AFRICA DO NOT MAKE FOR 
AN ENCOURAGING ATMOSPHERE BUT WE PERCEIVE A PROFOUND 
DESIRE ON BOTH SIDES TO ATTAIN A SALT II AGREEMENT. NICO- 
LAE COMMENTED THAT DISPUTES BETWEEN THE US AND THE USSR 
OVER SUCH QUESTIONS AS WHETHER THE CUBANS ARE OR ARE NOT 
INVOLVED IN ZAIRE PUT ROMANIA IN A DIFFICULT POSITION. VANCE 
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